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thy favour, have I had my conversation, and by all the brethren
and dwellers in it I have been loved and honoured much more
than I deserved. Heat and cold and the burden of the day
have I endured, labouring among thine own in the " vineyard
of Sorech"; and the "penny" which thou hast promised I have
confidently waited for, for thou art faithful, Six abbots have
I reverenced as my fathers and masters, because they were
in thy place: Mainer and Serlo, Roger and Garin, Richard
and Ranulf. They were the lawful heads of the convent of
Ouche; for me and for others they kept watch, as those who
must give account; within and abroad they used good
husbandry, and, with thee for their companion and helper,
provided all things necessary for us.
On March 15 [1091], when I was sixteen years old, at the
bidding of Serlo, our abbot-elect, Gilbert, Bishop of Lisieux,
ordained me sub-deacon. Then after two years, on the 26th
of March [1093], Serlo, Bishop of S&2, laid on me the office
of deacon, in which grade I gladly ministered to thee fifteen
years. Lastly, in the thirty-third year of my age, William,
Archbishop of Rouen, on the 2ist of December [1107] laid
on me the burden of the priesthood. On the same day, he
ordained 244 deacons and 120 priests, with whom, in the Holy
Ghost, I devoutly approached thy holy altar, and have now
for thirty-four years faithfully performed thy service unto thee
with a willing mind*
(c) Ibid. Lib* V, prologue (addressed to his abbot, Garin) (col. 374).
First, therefore, I chose to obey your commands and those
of our venerable abbot Roger, by beginning a short history of
our monastery of St Evroul; a work which our predecessors
have exhorted each other to perform, but which none was
willing to begin; for all preferred silence to speech, and
untroubled repose to the care of searching out past events.
They would gladly, indeed, have read the acts of their abbots
and brethren, and the story how those small possessions were
got together, and increased by needy yet devout founders
and by the immense solicitude of our forefathers; but they
would not beixd their minds to the slow labour of composition *
or writing. At length I myself, borne hither as a te*v*year~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